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Office of Special Degree Programs

The Capstone Experience: How does this work?

If you are a student in one of Mizzou's Special Degree Programs (Interdisciplinary,
International, or General Studies), you have options for how to fulfill the requirement of a
capstone experience. Below is a brief synopsis of each. Please read this before speaking with
an advisor:

1. Special Readings Project (#4960 Sec 1) : Thisisthe most tradtional cagstone projectfor this
program. You complete anindependent research project under the supervision of afacuty memker
who agreesto work with you on the project Most of thes projecis reault in a 15-20 page resarch
paper. Thisisyour chanceto explore anareathatinteregsyou. It isdedgnedto be anacadckemic
challenge: afun, engadng, stimulating challenge that asks you to pose a quegion and begn to solve
the quedion through your independert research during your final semeger. For some of you this
could be your lag opportunity to have the luxury of timeto devote to exploring atopic that you find
fascinating. Y ou should produce a final project you are product of. Be willing to think outside the
box onthisone. We areopento creative,innovative approachesto learning aswell. The supervising
facuty memkeris regponsible for gradng your projectand reporting that grade to this office. You
needto complete a Prgect Application form ard take it to the Special Degree Program offi ceto geta
permission number before you canregster. Y ou will needto have your faculty sponsor sign the lower
portion or you will not be givenapermission number. Once you have the number, you will be ableto
regsterfor the course asyou would arny other requiring pemission. The proces on how to regster
will be explainedwhenyou deliver the form to the departmert offi ce,

2. Internship (#4940 Sec 1) : You would work approximately 50 hours per credt hour earned per
semeser atanagency, company, corporation of your selecton. You must find your own internship, the
offi cedoesnot help you with that seaich but we will be more thanhappy to give you someideaswhere
to begn. You will be requiredto submit mid-semeger and erd of semeger self-evaluation reports. An
evaluation tool will be sert to your Interrship supervisor. Once both reports ard the evaluation are
receved, gradeswill be asignedon apass-fail bass. For aninternship to be approved asa capstone
experience, they must help the studert solidify and explore his/her areasof concertration. This needs
prior approval from your Advisor or the Departmert office. Y ou needto complete a Prgect
Applicaion form and take it to the Special Degree Program offi ce to get a permmission number before
you canregster. You do not need a signature from your Internship supervisor, however, we do need
their name, phone number,and aVALID email address in the lower portion or you will not be givena
permission number. The proces on how to regster will be explained whenyou deliverthe form to the
departmert offi ce,

3. Capstone Course: This canbe a course dedgnated as such by a department, or it canbe a 3000
level or above course that relatesto one of your componerts that you believe would serve you well as
a capstone course. Once you decide upon a course, you must get approval from your advisor prior to
receving credt for the course. You will not be ableto use a course you took in aprior semeger asa
Capstone. We needto notify the Deanis Offi ce of which course you are using for your capstone. If we
do not have thisinformation in atimely fashion, you will not receive capstone credt. (Students in the
International Business program enroll in Management 4970 as their capstone course.)

For more information about these courses contactthe Office of Special Degree Programs

210 Switzler Hall ¥ 573-882-6060



