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Get t ing fr om Point  A t o Point  B in  your  college car eer  
can somet imes be over whelming and confusing. This 
shor t  guide is intended t o help.  Below is an out l ine of  

the major  steps you wi ll t ake to gr aduate fr om the 
Univer sit y  of  M issour i . This guide is designed for  

students major ing in  one of the Special Degr ee 
Pr ogr ams --  Gener al Studies, Inter discipl inar y 
Studies, Inter nat ional Studies, or  Inter nat ional 
Business.  I t  is designed t o answer  many of  your  

quest ions!  
Please r ead t hi s car eful l y . 

 
Selecting a major. 

 
If you are unsure of a major, there are many ways to 
discover one.  Ask your best friend what he’s majoring 
in.  Throw a dart at a page listing all majors on campus.  
Ask your mom what she thinks.  Ask the guy at 
Shakespeare’s what he thinks you should do with your 
life.  Just kidding.   
 
Do some soul searching, talk to an advisor at the Student 
Success Center, talk to a professor you admire, expand 
your horizon by taking classes outside of your comfort 
zone to see what else is out there.  Check out the various 
web pages for the departments at MU.  Our web page is 
http://specialdegrees.missouri.edu.    

 
If you like what you see on our web page, then your next 
step would be to meet with an advisor. For 
Interdisciplinary Studies, call 884-9700 to make an 
appointment with Deanna Cotter in Room 110 Student 
Success Center. If you are interested in one of the other 
degree programs (General Studies, International Studies), 
go to the Department Calendar, top left link, on our 
webpage and check for walk in times. Be sure to allow at 
least a half hour before the end of the walk ins or we may 
not be able to see you. 
 
If you are interested in International Business you need 
to first be accepted into the Business College before you 
see and International Studies advisor.  We suggest that 
you begin at the Advising Office for the Business 
College, which is on the lower level of Cornell Hall.  
You can call 882-7073 to set up an appointment with a 
Business Advisor. 

Q:  I am a first year or second year student and 
I want to declare a major. What do I do?  
A:  If you know what major you want to declare go to 
107 Lowry Hall and tell them.  They will enter that 
information into the computer.  If you are uncertain 
about your options, you can also speak with an 
advisor in the Student Success Center (just east of 
McD’s).  These advisors are great and are here to 
help undecided majors in their first couple of years of 
college. They also can help students select a major 
thatÕs appropriate for them and ensure that students 
stay on track in terms of general education 
requirements. Seek them out!! 

 
Q:  What is a graduation plan?  
A:  A grad plan is a “contract”; it sets down what you 
have accomplished in coursework to date, plus what 
you will need to take before you can graduate to meet 
the different requirements. Please note that not all of 
the courses you take will be included in the grad plan, 
so don’t wonder why they all aren’t listed.  Some of 
your courses taken are identified as “electives”.   
       Once your advisor completes and approves the 
grad plan, we will make copies for you and you will 
file the paperwork with the A&S Advising Office. 
 
Q:  When must I file a graduation plan?  
A: During the semester after which you will have 
acquired 55 hours of college credit.  If you are going 
to study abroad, you should file before you leave. 
 
Q:  How do I do this?  
A: You sit down with your advisor and go over your 
plan, then file it. We cannot file grad plans via the 
phone or through e-mail correspondence. 
 
Q:  Who do I meet with in A&S Advising to file? 
A:  Her name is Megan Merrill and she has an office 
in 107 Lowry Hall. She approves the grad plan for 
the College of Arts & Science. Megan’s a very nice 
person, who will not yell at you. She has a great 
sense of humor, always has a candy jar at your 
disposal, and she knows what she’s talking about.  
She understands the rules and regulations of this 
place backwards and forwards.  

Call 882-6411 to set up an appointment. 
 

Q:  Are there any courses or requirements I must 
have completed BEFORE I can file my grad plan?  
A:  You must have a 2.0 minimum cumulative GPA 
and have completed both English 1000 and Math 
1100 or 1120 (College Algebra) with C- range grades 
or higher. (Once you have hit the 55 hour mark, the 
College will put a restrictive ÒholdÓ on your record 
so you will not be able to register without first filing 
the graduation plan, or completing and submitting a 
waiver explaining why you have not filed.  If you are 
at 55 hours and have not met these requirements, see 
your advisor immediately.) 
 

 

 

The Steps to 

Graduation for 

Special Degree 

Program Students 



N OW WH AT? 
 
You’re on your way.  Study hard, go to 
class, learn all you can, ask questions, 
meet your professors, study abroad, find 
an internship, do some research, make 
some new friends, dream, work for a cause 
you believe in, engage in some service 
learning.  

 
 

Q:  Is there anything I need to do before I graduate?  
A: You MUST meet with Eric Carter in 107 Lowry Hall 
to complete a Graduation Check the semester BEFORE 
you plan to graduate.  (Eric’s a good guy too; he won’t 
bite either).  

 
Q:  When should you do this?   
A:  Not in your last semester – because then it would be 
too late to alter your course schedule in case there’s a 
problem with your graduation plans.  Call 882-6411 and 
make the appointment in the semester PRIOR TO your 
final semester so there is time to make adjustments if 
necessary. 
        During the Graduation Check with Eric, he will give 
you a Graduation Application. Do not confuse the 
graduation application with the graduation plan.  
        Once you complete the graduation application, you 
will drop it off in the wooden box in 107 Lowry Hall that 
says, “Grad. Application Drop Box”.  
        Eric Carter will let you know when you will be 
getting information in the mail about commencement 
ceremonies, etc. 
 
Q: Where do I get my graduation cap, gown, 
announcements, etc?   
A: You can purchase these from the University 
Bookstore in Brady Commons. Keep an eye out for 
information about these items.  Ask the good people at 
the University Bookstore when these items will be 
available for purchase if you need to. 
 
Q:  What do I call my degree when I’m preparing my 
resume or putting my graduation announcements 
together?  
Here’s the scoop: 
1. General Studies is a BGS, Bachelor of General 
Studies (not a BA or a BS degree) 
2. Interdisciplinary Studies is a BA, a Bachelor 
of Arts,  Major in Interdisciplinary Studies   
3. International Studies is a BA, a Bachelor of 
Arts, Major in International Studies 
4. International Business is more complicated.  
This is actually a dual BA and a BS degree; a Bachelor of 
Arts, Major in International Studies and a Bachelor of 
Science in Business. 
 
 
 

If you wish, you can list the names of your 
components in parentheses after your degree,  
such as:  
 

B.A. Interdisciplinary Studies (Sociology, 
Psychology, Marketing) 

 
Please note: Listing the names of your components is 
acceptable but very unofficial. It adds some relevant 

information about you, but does not officially define your 
degree. 

 
Q:  When will I actually get my diploma?  
A:  Diplomas will be sent to students roughly 
three months after graduation. If you have any 
questions about your diploma, you will need to 
contact the Registration Office. Be sure your 
correct mailing address and phone are on file with 
the University when, and after, you graduate! 
Otherwise, you may not receive important 
information.  
 
Need advising? General and International 
Studies students can find walk in times on the 
department calendar, top left link, at 
specialdegrees.missouri.edu. For advising in 
Interdisciplinary Studies, call 884-9700 for apt. 
 

And one l ast  t hought É  
 
Ask  for  hel p. We ar e good at  our  job, but  
we ar e not  mind-r eader s.  I f you have a 
quest ion or  a concer n, please tel l  
someone.  You can always star t  wi th your  
adv isor . I f  we donÕt  know, we know who t o 
ask and t hatÕs often a good place to star t .  
 
You also need t o get  your  pr i or i t i es 
st r ai ght . Your  job is t o be a student .  
Per iod.  Your  goal should be t o lear n, t o 
gr ow, t o ask quest ions, and t o lear n how 
to begin to see t he wor ld wi t h a new set  of 
lenses.  I f t his i s not  what  youÕr e 
inter ested in doing Ð i f t his i s not  your  
pr ior i ty  Ð then per haps being a col lege 
student  is not  what  you should be doing 
with your  t ime r ight  now. 
 
Your  job is t o cr eat e a new  ÒYOUÓ Ð to 
package and for m your self into an 
educated indiv idual who wi l l  be 
Òmar ketableÓ when you gr aduate. 
Employer s ar e look ing for  mor e than 
someone wi th just  good gr adesÑthey ar e 
look ing for  someone who can be a cr i t ical  
thinker , knows how to wor k  wi th other s, 
has some leader ship exper ience, knows 
the value of t ime, money, ener gy  and 
ideas. They ar e look ing for  someone who 
can make a cont r ibut ion to their  goal and 
v ision. ThatÕs you.  Get  st ar t ed N OW. 


